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Israel’s national memorial website, Ministry of Defense

Samuel’s memorial page is missing his photo as well as his life story.
The research will also find errors in the existing information.

Private Dr. Samuel Posen
Hagana
Died 6.2.1939, aged 59
Buried at the Hof HaCarmel civil cemetery, Haifa

Life story
Son of Amalia and Shlomo. Born in 1880 in Munich-Gladbach in Germany. Was an attorney 
in his profession and headed the Jewish community of his hometown. In 1939 he emigrated 
to Eretz Yisrael and settled in Haifa. Was a member of “Hagana”.

Two weeks after immigrating, on February 6th, 1939 he was killed by gunfire shot by Arabs. 
He was brought for burial in Haifa. He left a wife.

Free translation of the existing information:



Gravesite

Source: BillionGraves

Description: The tombstone lists his age as 55.



Source: Monchengladbach city archive

Description: Archive records indicate that Salomon Vohssen and 
Emilie Roberns were the parents of three children:
1. Samuel Jacob, born 12.4.1883
2. Helene, born 12.12.1884
3. Philipp, born 4.8.1889

Further records at the archive suggest Emilie Vohssen lived 
1857-1924 and Salomon died in 1896.
The births of their three children were registered in 
Hochneukirch, which was later integrated to the town of 
Monchengladbach.

Samuel Jacob – aka Sally – left for Berlin in 1902 and returned to Monchengladbach in 1903. He later 
left in 1913 to Dusseldorf.

In 1921 Sally married Else Barthels.

Following a time of residence in Kiel, Samuel and Else returned to live in Monchengladbach in 1925 
and remained living there until emigrating in 1939. 

Correspondence with the Monchengladbach archive



Birth registry

Source: Rhein-Kreis Neuss Archive

Description: The birth of Samue Jacob Vohssen was
recorded on April 12th, 1883 at 15:45 in the town of
Hochneukirch, listed as the residence of his parents. The
father Salomon worked as a merchant.



Vohssen family tree

Emilie Robens

1924-1857

Salomon Vohssen

1896-1820
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Helene
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Hilde
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Grete Sissi

Samuel 
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1939-1883



Salomon and Emilie Vohssen

Source: Vohssen family



Emilie Vohssen, Monchengladbach

Source: Steinheim Institute

Salomon Vohssen, Hochneukirch

Source: Bernhard Erdmann, GenWiki



Autobiographical notes

Source: Bundesarchiv

Description: In a 1933 document written by Vohssen to the Bar Association for restoring his 
membership, he provides detailed notes in his life and his devotion to the country. Among those 
notes are:

1. The Vohssen family has been a resident of Hochneukirch for two centuries and has an
esteemed past in the town. For 4 generations the family has owned its own property and 
owns a business for agriculture and trade. His father had served as a member of the local 
council for many years.

2. After finishing his studies at a local school, he was a student in Heidelberg and Bonn and a 
member of the KC student association.

3. He completed his legal training at the Dusseldorf High Court and has been certified as a 
lawyer since 1913.

4. His wife is of the well-known Barthels family, a Catholic.

5. He had never been politically associated but was a member of the Staatspartei.

6. He is relied upon as a provider for his mother’ unwed sister, as well as for his wife’s sister.



Autobiographical notes

Source: Bundesarchiv



Heidelberg University student file

Source: Heidelberg University archive
(File: UAH StudAVohssen,Samuel (1902))
With special thanks to Ms. Sabrina Zinke

Description: Listing as a student in the faculty of law of 
Heidelberg University for the 1902 summer semester 
(April-August).



Heidelberg University student file

Source: Heidelberg University archive
(File: UAH StudAVohssen,Samuel (1902))
With special thanks to Ms. Sabrina Zinke

and Tal Cohen

Description:

Vohssen’s personal records include several details 
of interest:
1. Vohssen was a graduate of Munchegladbach

gymnasium
2. During his studies in Heidelberg he took part 

in three classes at the Law Faculty, including a 
course taught by Georg Jellinek, as well as 
classes in the departments of history, 
geography and the history of arts and music.

3. His mother’s address is listed as 11 
Viktoriastrasse.

4. His Heidelberg address is given as 11 
Agustinerstrasse.

5. In May 1902, Vohssen was fined 5 marks for
“disturbance of peace”.



Friedrich-Wilhelms University student registry

Source: Hombuldt University archive

Description: Listing as a student in the faculty of law of the Friedrich-Wilhelms
University (nowadays Hombuldt University) between October 28th, 1902 and until 
March 7th, 1903.



Munich University student registry

Source: Amtliches Verzeichnis des Personals der 
Lehrer, Beamten und Studierenden an der königlich 
bayerischen Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat zu 
Munchen, 1903

Description: Listing as a student in the faculty of law
during the summer semester of 1903 in Ludwig-
Maximilian University.

His home address is given as Turkenstrasse 80,
Monchengladbach



Bonn University student registry

Source: Bonn University archive

Description: Listing as a student in the faculty of law of
Bonn University for a full year, starting with the winter
semester of 1904/5 and until the end of the winter
semester 1905/6.



Monchengladbach Market Square, 1903



Military service

Source: Bundesarchiv

Description: In a biographical questionnaire filled by Vohssen, he lists his military service as a member
of the 2 Bayereischen Infantrieregiment. He was stationed in Munich and served between October
1907 and October 1908.

Oberwiesenfeld military Barracks in Munich, 1900
Source: Wikimedia Commons



Monchengladbach business directory, 1911

Source: ancestry.com

Description: Listing of Sally Vohssen as a “Referendar”
(legal intern) at Viktoriastrasse 41.



Residence in Dusseldorf

Source: Dusseldorf municipal archive

Description: Samuel Jakob Vohssen was listed as a
resident of Dusseldorf in 12.12.1913 and his residence is
given as 69 Blücherstrasse.
On 22.1.1921 he had moved to live at 43 Schäferstasse,
but it was only a short time later that he had left on
17.3.1921 to live in Munich.
Vohssen married Elsa Barthels in Dusseldorf on
15.3.1921.



First World War military service

Source: Bundesarchiv

Description: In a document listing biographical notes, Vohssen refers to having been drafted “as the
war broke out”. He served with the 30th Reserve Infantry Regiment of the Bavarian Army. He further
wrote that he was left with no proof of his service as his documents were confiscated by the French
Army.
Vohssen’s time of service is unknown, while the 30th Reserve Infantry Regiment was formed in August
1914 and demobilized in December 1918. Its members served at the German-French border.

French soldiers during a battle at the Vosges Mountains. 
Photo: Wikimedia Commons



Marriage registration

Source: Dusseldorf municipal archive

Description: The marriage of Samuel Jakov Vohssen and Elsa Barthels was registered on 15.3.1921.



Sally and Else Vohssen

Courtesy of the Vohssen family



Residence in Kiel

Source: Kiel municipal archive

Description: Samuel Jakob Vohssen was registered as a
resident of Kiel on 12.4.1921, with his wife Elsa, residing
at 76 Moltkestrasse. They had left the town and returned
to Munchengladbach on 1.4.1925.



The earliest record located for “Vohssen & Sons” was 
in the 1865 business directory of Germany, operating 

from Hochneukirch

Public notices (“Deutscher Reichsanzeiger”)

Source: Deutscher Reichsanzeiger, 1896

Description: With the passing of Salomon Vohssen, the company “Vohssen & Sons” operating in
Hochneukirch is now registered in the name of his widow and three minor children, the eldest of
which Samuel Jacob (Sally)



Public notices (“Deutscher Reichsanzeiger”)

Source: Deutscher Reichsanzeiger, 29.8.1933

Description: A notice on the final dissolution of “Vohssen & Sons“, operated from Monchengadbach
and owned by Samuel Jacob (Sally) Vohssen.



Legal practice

Source: Correspondence with DAV, the 
German Bar Association

Description: Historical listings of membership
are only partial. Vohssen is registered as
practicing law in Monchengladbach between
1924 and 1932, at the very least.



Regional address directories

Description: Listing of attorney S. J. Vohssen at Humboldtstrasse 72.

Monchengladbach business directory 1929
Source: Genealogy Indexer

Monchengladbach address book 1936/7
Source: Ancestry.com

Regional business directory 1938
Source: Genealogy Indexer



Humboldtstrasse 72

Source: Wikimedia (Käthe und Bernd Limburg) 

Description: The location of Vohssen’s place of 
work continues to stand today. The building, 
constructed in 1895, was recognized as a 
historical monument of Monchengladbach in 
1992.



1933 Jewish Year Book

Source: Jüdisches Jahrbuch 1933

Description: The name of attorney S.J. Vohssen among leaders of the Jewish
community of Monchengladbach, as its president (“Vorsitzender”).

The 1933 year book was the first one to list Vohssen in the position. This was
also the last year for the “Jüdisches Jahrbuch” to be published, which prevents
an annual follow-up.



Prayer book gifted by Monchengladbach Jewish community, signed by Vohssen

Source: Eleonora Cussini, Eight Judaica Books from the Library of the Young Refugees of Villa Emma, Materia Giudaica XXIII, 2018



Professional denunciation

Source: Bundesarchiv

Description: In a letter written on 29.4.1933 by the
chairman of the Bar Association for Dusseldorf, an
official statement was made on the identification of
Vohssen as a supporter of the Communist movement.

Vohssen’s personal record at the Ministry of Justice
records his appeal made on 2.5.1933 requesting to
return and practice law.



President of Bnai Brith

Source: Nicht zugelassen / Susanne Mauss

Description: In a research by Mauss on attorneys from the
Dusseldorf area whose licenses were revoked, an entry is found for
Vohssen. A partial translation of his entry reads the following:

Vohssen was the eder brother of attorney Philip
Vohssen from Dusseldorf and he too was born in
Hochenkirch. After graduating from the gymnasium at
Munchengladbach, he studied law and was trained at
the Dusseldorf court system. In 1925 he was certified
as a lawyer at the Dusseldorf Court. Since 1.3.1925 he
was a resident of 72 Humboldtstrasse in
Munchengladbach.
Vohssen was married to Elsa Barthels who was half
Jewish and the couple had no children.
Vohssen was a member of the “Walther Rathenhau
Lodge” of the “Bnai Brith” movement in
Munchengladbach, served as its vice president in the
years 1931-1937 and was its chairperson in 1936.



President of Bnai Brith

Source: Juden in Monchengladbach / Erckens and Wallach, 1988

Description: In early 1934, the national president of Bani Brith n
Germany, Benno Walter, was imprisoned after giving a speech at the
local chapter in Munchengladbach, during which he raised questions
concerning the fate of the Jewish community in light of recent
events in the country.

Following Walter’s arrest, the police had turned to the prosecution
in demand that investigations be opened also against Vohssen, the
president of the local Bnai Brith chapter in Munchengladbach.

The Palestine Post, 4.3.1934



Revocation of professional license

Source: Bundesarchiv

Description: Vohssen’s name was removed from the
registrar of the Bar Association at the Regional Court
of Munchengladbach effective of 1.12.1938.



Incoming passenger lists to Palestine

Source: Israel State Archive

Description: Samuel Vohssen, age 56, and his wife Else are registered among the passengers of the
“Marco Polo” ship that arrived to the Port of Haifa on January 19, 1939. Their names are recorded
under the “Tourists” section – which may support the claims later printed in “HaTsofe” newspaper on
the circumstances of their arrival.



Newspaper clippings from the time of his death

Source: Jewish Historical Press

Description:

Further data on the event:
1. Vohssen was on bus number 6 headed towards Hadar HaCarmel, accompanied by his wife.
2. The bus was attached at about 18:00 while on Stanton Street, nearby the City Hall.
3. As a result of the shooting four passenger were hit. Vohssen was hit in his head and killed. His wife

was not harmed in the incident.

Further biographical details from the newspaper articles:
1. Vohssen arrived in Palestine only 12 days earlier.
2. According to HaTsofe newspaper, in Monchengladbach he was among the “non-Zionists” and even

arrived in Palestine on his way to the United States and with no intention of setting here “but he
had changed his mind in the short time of his stay as he connected with the land and its way of
life”.



HaMashkif, 7.2.1939 Davar, 7.2.1939



HaBoker , 7.2.1939

HaTsofe, , 7.2.1939

Palestine Post, 7.2.1939



Davar LaOle, 8.2.1939

HaTsofe, 8.2.1939

Haaretz , 7.2.1939
Palestine Post, 8.2.1939



Death certificate

Source: Nicht zugelassen / Susanne Mauss

Description: Samuel Vohssen’s certificate of
registration of death by the British Mandate
Government was issued on 7.2.1939 and lists his
cause of death as a penetrating bullet to the
base of the skull.
His address was marked as Mt. Carmel, Haifa.



Burial registry

Source: Chevra Kadisha Haifa

Description: Vohssen’s burial registry notes he
had died at Hadassah Hospital after being short
on Allenby Street, on bus number 6.
His address is given as the Katz residence,
Carmia, Mt. Carmel/



Dr. Vohssen?

The findings of the research on Sally Vohssen raise a question in regards to the

title of “Doctor” attached to his name in Israeli data.

All original documents from Germany do not refer to him as a doctor, incuding

listings in official business directories. The only references on “Dr. Vohssen” are in

the local press of Israel from 1939 and many years later in the memorial listings

by the Israeli Ministry of Defense, including his tombstone erected by the Ministry

of Defense.

Research by German historian Dr. Susan Mauss on Jewish lawyers in the

Dusseldorf area affected by the Nazi regime included references to Sally vohssen

in a 2011 public exhibition and in her 2013 book “Nicht Zugelassen”. These only

refereed to attorney Samuel Vohssen, while his brother was referred to as

attorney Dr. Philipp Vohssen.

Correspondence with institutes of higher education in Germany did not produce

any evidence for doctoral studies. A dissertation by Philipp Vohssen was

published in 1912 and can be found in libraries across Germany and worldwide.



Philipp Vohssen

A library index card from Hombuldt University for Vohssen’s dissertation, 1912

Full details of academic studies is detailed, including a reference to the “Rigorosum” of 

defending his research work.



Else Vohssen

Source: Israel State Archive

Description: Else Vohssen was naturalized as a citizen of Palestine in 1941.
According to family members, she lived in Tel Aviv and was a soprano singer.



BillionGraves

Vohssen family – fate of his sister

Source: JewishGen German Towns Project

Description: Helene Moses emigrated to
Palestine in 1934 and had met Sally when he
arrived in 1939. She passed away in 1972.

Courtesy of the Vohssen-Moses family



Vohssen family – fate of his brother

Sources: 
• Koeln database for victims of the Nazi regime
• The Chronicle of the Lodz Ghetto, 1941-1944

Description:
Philipp Vohseen and his wife Anna were deported from Dusseldorf to Lodz Ghetto on 2.10.1941.
The Lodz Ghetto internal records from 18.7.1942indicate that Philipp committed suicide by poison.
Pages of testimony are kept at Yad Vashem for Philipp, Anna and their son Walter.



“Walter Vohssen is a Jewish boy who grew up in Koeln. He was born on February 5, 1924.
He did not have an easygoing childhood, as the German economy deteriorated sharply
after the First World War. After Adolf Hitler came to power in Germany, the family soon
realized the fate of the Jewish population and in 1937 the Vohssen family fled to the
Netherlands and lived in Amsterdam.
When the Second World War broke out, Walter went to the Quaker school “Schloss Eerde”
near Ommen. Since Walter's parents could not pay for his studies, Hugo Kaufmann (a bank
director from Amsterdam) did so. The Quaker School trained Walter for a life as a farmer
in Palestine. On April 10, 1943 he had to go to Vught camp and spent a few months there
before he was brought to Auschwitz via Westerbork. He died in the gas chamber on
January 8, 1944 at the age of 19.”

Walter Vohssen

Vohssen family – fate of his brother

Sources: 
• Joods Monument, Netherlands
• Westerbork Camp Memorial, Netherlands

Description: Details on the fate of Walter Vohssen, the son of Philipp Vohssen, shed some light on the
professional and financial difficulties experienced by his father, who was also an attorney. These are
included here with the possible understanding that they may share similarities with Sally Vohssen’s
hardships in dealing with the restrictions of the Nazi regime and possibly behind his decision to leave
Germany.


