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An alleged image of Maimon in a painting by his grandson, artist Moses Maimon

Assembled by Shavit Ben — Arie,
a 6™ generation descendant
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Alexander Ziskind Maimon (Seirijai, Suwalki region, 1809 -
Kelme, Lithuania, July 12 1887). Grew up among educated
peers in his town (Editor of “HaMagid” David Gordon,
Yaakov Mordecai Levinson and others) and like them
began publishing articles and research (mostly in
“HaMagid”) on affairs relating to Judaism and Hebrew
literature (Most of them signed A”Z BRM”M). He spent his
last years in Kelme. A selection of his publications was
printed after his death and titled “Kovetz Maamarim
Velnyanim Shonim” (Vilnuis, 1894. Yaakov Ben-Yaakov
administered the book’s printing).

Alexander Ziskind ben Rabbi Moshe
Maimon, born 1809 in Kelme. Writer in
Hebrew, publisher of “Kovetz Maamarim
Belnyanim Shonim” (Vilnuis, 1894) [by his
brother Shaul and Zvi Hirsch]. Known as A”Z
BRM”M. Published Torah commentaries in
HaMagid and HaLevanon. A scholar,
philanthropist and man of affairs. Died 1887.



References to his work
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Kol Yaakov
Published in Tel Aviv, 1946

Mentioning Maimon as a
commentator in regards to his
book and his reordering of a
sentence written by Maimonides,
thus providing a new meaning to
the matter at hand.
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Bein Halaka LeHaskala
(On the border of Torah and enlightenment)
Published in 2004

NR Y3p WK YT TAM 772 MA7 INRY WIPW 13 1 Kpy vy
BRI M ;A% WY YNAn SNy 2nO13 DO°DTM WKY 1233 1 s
I D2 M7 VP WA 20V IR KV DUI0TM onamn o
M237 DOPYN XY AR MUYy [RIL° 3% =] 2% 10 R0

;03P PR’ WK 7Y BON2 dDhNWH oY oY W OR M 93 9D Bnog Referring to an article of Maimon
published in HaMagid in 1869

™R @ TpoN 11;0353 MmN CWRA (PPAR PW) TDoPA APNA="3 66 Maimon sides in his article with a

7,39 P93, 0P WY MW , AR 27T 271D72 17K NRD A3 IR (1887-1809) certain idea. The book’s author

relates to him as a “Miraculous
Angel” for speaking out

O NINRDT NI MY RO NPP3Y, Y09 /3 : 7IRT,309 'BY Y0 nomn

.354-353 'pY ,2 7712 ,(1967) 750N M
/77 B2 M YWRYDY RN AnR 0°YNaY 120,00 Yon oy ¢




> 205 qwn MR

N7 b AR
Letters of Moshe Leib Lilienblum to Yehuda Leib Gordon

Published in Jerusalem, 1968 v b

e b ko ekt bttt ) 7‘\““‘

nywa ne X 629 “DOW] PV WK MR ANOV VKD
SITAT 2 POTE IMRY 12% 680 AR

b ST 1MDRD

X5 Y200 EIDAIIYY I 5047 D3 ,1868 “PIBArI BOIDNI MM M NBNNT M VKD 629 In this 1882 letter, Lilenblum writes to
,1RPNA7NIN 20 NMNBREMENMIA APIA DR DAY PRRY DN NN (349348 DY 47 )

Gordon: “The man who wrote the article
ow? AN 1B LNOR 21DIB K YN KN NIOIRAINED NITANE DR DAY 19T “Seiar Nashim”, as | was told by Yaakov
03 210 IMWREA DV IAND KW Y0 (1890—1823) 1IN YB TPRY TNOBN — .0t . .

7393 ,NINR VR IMRBA DRY 11720 MIUN IR PR 11T LY L0 Yo 1ansen Tinyy Weielercel Lewinsen, was o 5o of L

N MINIK Y DWN BR 3R 5 NI KD W ONYT RS 1IN N 0K BY AN BN great and righteous of Rabbi of Serijai. He

woR PP MRRA YIVINT 1IN APK TPMAY YW ,00T 12 WK MM MWRBN oY B3 frequently wrote for HaMagid and |
Pyn 13 7Y (221 40 ,NVIOR) “RIZD NYY VD DR MIRDY YWY M3 AP DR BMIWIYE ‘N

believe was the one to copy the article of
gw~ 2 NPAY PIE] YAURID WYY MWRRY MNP TN YD PAMPR TP A%0M o 9 . .
INIR3 B3 1173 17PN — LT DROIRYD DY M3 BMyRY 1171 Y% 13K IR B ) [“BY) Shadal on Atticism and Judaism and the

author of the book “Tzelem Elohim”.
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The book “Tzelem Elohim” allegedly
written by his son is said to be unheard of,
perhaps remaining a draft.
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A chapter in this jubilee book honoring Prof. Moshe Haim Weiler lists a
complete bibliography to serve as a guide for the perplexed on Maimonides.

Pages 39 — 56 of Alexander Ziskind Maimon’s book are listed for reference



Maimon in print

A philanthropist and man of affairs
Chronologically ordered
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Newspaper: HaMagid
Date: April 6, 1870
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Newspaper: HaMagid
Date: October 30, 1872
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Lists of “members” of the “Mekize Nirdamim” literary fund
for its 4th and 5t year of existence



Newspaper: HaMagid
Date: November 1, 1871
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A list of Seirijai men who donated funds to help the
Jewish community in “Persia and Babylon”.

Rabbi Alexander Ziskind Miamon donated 50
kopecks.



MINYD VT

an S sy obe op ow W b'n pn L NTIPD
BUSWBL AMS—.Mp Py 5N, PR T 0
BARY — MM MY ppwpawt &% 3w 1bn ws on®
M0 MY XN IN9DN D' M — D% Y orpeh
Paa0Rn AP 2N N — N3 oy WP Xpn xp Y
2300 p? Dok LMY 195 onYpn 15 —.ane S vy
TPD I DY DY DANMIR WY DN — L0WR BYm
DERD WM DNOINA BRI ,0TYY BAYEEA DD — 0"
=100 o X 5': aM o1y 13 ,0*91 5T Maa a1 13 A
DTN DONPH 15 ,0THY £I0 MINR 007 N3 bARYD
DD N33 A2 20 R MDY wpY L, 133 % pon v
222 = . MEA wnh 1o wE M MmIys o
WS N MR ™M Ao TIT Y auvaNm amyn 93w
B DN MDY ASY A3 S MpUN AYN — .oTH DpYR
QY BYY NV D pRW DD Sana o'9%Bnmy a0 DY
WA —INNBRI T AMNI P (yp' orpam o
WH 10,60ty AhenY Py omYn T3 owymn 2'yan
MY 03D 533 pTIEEY DUINEHA ATILY DY ATY
oM mEpn S o abwn 923 onawa opnAwnR
NP 23 AR — 03% NIV P DOy AW ‘T 1
1219 mAn N3T3 90 &% A Abww Sopnd WSl W a1
D LY DY R TIaRR RO 1Y 5T pm AR Moo nnwn
oM 26'nb3 191 man Yap WRY WHOPWIRDI 3 PO
1R A0 95 B3 1399 31 by D npm umpn — Jbp 19
LBNMYEY 3w W1 rd WY TR —, D% O TWNI — 1NN -
T nA AdhwR N5 R pnn® BT AR e mnp)
F2131 oy (97 6Awa1a) A Jnon ooy — bxwn
e — M3 10w WY Ny
PN IR TSR 19 BB Ton noen oMp W yan |3
5, wmmu;rrn‘; DAY 921 wpbm ,n'n% xnopT anoph
M AEAR MmN e -=ApTYY BNY A —p T

Newspaper: HaMagid
Date: June 11, 1873

Seirijai: A "Talmud Torah" was established here to provide
our people of Israel with studies of Torah, morality and
manners. More than 40 children who went astray will no
longer wander the streets, sitting and studying - one will
learn his prayers, the other will learn to read the holy
scripts, and another will write, a bit in Hebrew and a bit in
his native tongue. Some of them will go and learn
grammar and others will study mathematics. The orphans
will be fed daily with the help of generous patrons. They
will be dressed and be given shoes on their feet, even the
poorest among them, as entering this house will not be
allowed with no clothes on their back or shoes on their
feet. Those who are interested in expanding their mind
will be provided with the same service they can expect at
larger "Talmud Torah" in bigger cities that deal with
Mishnah and Talmud. Children of the poor will learn to
behave in moral ways and to the satisfaction of god and
man alike...

We hope further generosity will come from our brothers,
wherever they are, when they know the results of their
actions...

(signed) Meir Horowitz, Alexander Maimon.



Newspaper: HaMagid
Date: January 13, 1874
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Seirijai, Tevet 1874.
A listing of thanks to donors.
Signed:

Alexander Ziskind Maimon, Meir Horowitz.
Mashgichim of Talmud Torah



Newspaper: HaZfira
Date: September 12, 1877
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An article on the subject of delaying the burial of

a body. The writer talks of the instructions left by

his uncle, Rabbi Yosef Elhanan Levi, who served as

the Rabbi of Seirijai and left his will at the hands
of Rabbis Maimon and Shapiro of Seirijai.



Newspaper: HaMelitz
Date: November 2, 1880
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A letter written from Warsaw by a native of Seirijai (Eliezer Yitzhak Shapira) in response to an article speaking ill of
the Rabbi of Seirijai. He talks of the past arguments held between the two synagogues in town that divided the
community. The Rabbi, he claims, brought unity. At this time, amidst incitement against the Rabbi, the “leaders of
the community and first and foremost my friend the distinguished and wise Rabbi and author AZ BRMM” are in
support of the Rabbi




Newspaper: HaMelitz
Date: January 18, 1881
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On the same matter relating to the Rabbi of
Seirijai, a letter by Avraham Yaakov Terner says:

“... Following the death of Rabbi Levi of Seirijai, Av

Beit Din there, the people of the town selected
the great Rabbi Alexander Ziskind Maimon, and
Rabbi Moshe Shapiro as his deputy. Rabbi
Maimon was selected from the noble townsmen
at the support and approval of the famous Rabbi
Yosef Dober, Av Beit Din in Brisk....”
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Newspaper: HaMelitz
Date: February 8, 1884

A public call towards honoring Moses Montefiore
on his 100t birthday
Donations are being collected for “Ezrat Nidhim”
and the newspaper received 210.75 franks,
including 1 rubel from Z’ Maimon



Newspaper: HaMelitz
Date: July 21, 1884
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Detailed lists of donors honoring Moses
Montefiore on his 100t birthday

In recognition of Montifiore on the settlement of
the Land of Israel, names of the people of Seirijai
were given by their friend in the association of
“Hovevei Zion”.

Rabbi Ziskind Maimon donated 90 kopecks.



Newspaper: HaYom
Date: July 21, 1887
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A letter that reached me from Seirijai of the
Suwalk region informed me that in recent days a
dear member of the congregation of Israel has
passed away, the wise Rabbi Alexander Ziskind
ben Rabbi Moshe Maimon, aged 78. This
respectable man besides his great knowledge of
Talmud, his being a teacher and his extensive
correspondence on responsa with the most
notable Rabbis — he was also a distinguished
author and spoke eloquently in both our language
and the Polish language and in which he wrote
more than 50 years ago in what can be considered
a miracle at the time of being regarded in respect
among Polish Christians. For a long period he lived
in his birth town and worked as notable merchant
and agent of the Polish cards of fate “Collector”
and afterwards as a Rabbi on behalf of the
government. | am also aware he left behind him a
book he worked on for a long time and did not
live to see it in print. It is a pity for those who are
gone and no longer to be found!

EYS (Eliezer Yitzhak Shapira)
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Newspaper: HaZfira
Date: July 25, 1887

Yesterday our townsmen accompanied a member of the community
and a glorified pillar, the Rabbi and light of the exile, an old and wise
man, Rabbi Alexander Ziskind Maimon may he rest in peace, aged
78. The deceased elder was one of few accomplished remains of the
older generation, whose Torah, wisdom, richness and dignity had
made him all together a noble man; and so he was highly dignified
and admired by his fellow men both from his own people and from this
land. He was close to the Torah until his final day and dedicated days
interpret it, gaining notoriety and gathering and nights to study it and
his work into s book (on which he still worked and will most probably
be published by his sons). He was highly knowledgeable in Hebrew
literature as can be seen in his articles in “HaMagid” on which he
signed with the initials AZ BR MM familiar to his readers. More than
Rabbi Ziskind was a wise man, he was a man of Mitzva and took part
in the leadership of many acts of good will. Every unfortunate man or
a person seeking advice found comfort in his precious words and
honest advice and in his giving of Tzedakah. He was a faithful father
to orphans and neglected children and was instrumental in
establishing a house of Talmud Torah and providing it with stability.
Other darkened houses were lit by his aura. He was first and foremost
busy with all affairs of the community. And now, ah! Who will take his
place? — He was greatly honored in his death and many came from
the surrounding towns to pay their last respect. Two mourners
eulogized him and sounds of cry could be heard all around. Rabbi
R.Y. Wolfert, Av Beit Din, spoke highly of him and to awaken the kind
and generous to fill the place of the gone Tzadik and follow the path
he paved in all that concerns community affairs. After the eulogy his
bed was carried by notable townsmen, followed by crowds, returning
his body to its origin. May god bless his ash and may he rest in
peace.

Y. Y. Brode, Kelme.
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Seven years after his passing, in 1894 Maimon’s book
was published by his two brothers
(Shaul and Zvi Hirsch)

The book is a collection of articles on Mishna and
Talmud, including an elaboration on the commentary
of Naftali Hertz Weisel to the book of Leviticus.

A copy of the book is found in the
National Library in Jerusalem.



Newspaper: HaMelitz |
Date: February 21, 1895
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A listing of the book in a bibliographic
lexicon of Hebrew literature
published in Antwerp (1928-32)



Copies of several of Maimon’s
original handwritten articles and
notes were kept by the
Lithuanian publisher Yaakov
Ben-Yaakov of Vilnuis.

They were later deposited with
the National Library in Jerusalem
(Catalogue: 8°2745 Ms. Heb)
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Maimon in print
Selected articles from HaMagid
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. father served as his pen name in HaMagid, seen
) ' here in his own writing




Newspaper: HaMagid
Date: November 21, 1861
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Interesting to note
this specific article
was signed “on
behalf of the entire
community of
Seirijai”

Newspaper: HaMagid
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Newspaper: HaMagid
Date: November 3, 1869
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Newspaper: HaMagid

Date: November 20, 1872
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