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Israel’s national memorial website, Ministry of Defense

Ernst Ehrmann’s memorial page is missing his photo as well as the names of bont g
his parents, date and place of birth and a detailed life story.
The research will also amend various listed details.
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Free translation of the existing information:

Private Ernst Ehrmann

Yishuv volunteers to the British Army

Died 31.8.1940

Burial place unknown, a memorial stone is found at London Tower

Life story

Ernst was a motorist on SS Har-Zion. At the outbreak of WWII, Har Zion was attached to the
British Merchant Navy and sailed between British and Mediterranean ports. In 1940 it took
part in the efforts to break the siege of German submarines on Britain and was one of the
ships to pass through the Atlantic Ocean. When Har Zion was on its way from Britain to the
United States, it was hit by a German submarine and drowned with 33 crew memberso n
board, 17 of which were volunteers from Eretz Yisrael and Ernst among them.

A research conducted in 2017 found that he is commemorated on Tower Hill in London, on
panel 55. He was aged 37 and held the rank of Fireman.




Merchant Navy casualty index card
Source: Ancestry.com

Description: Among listed details are his address of residence (17 Nordau Street, Haifa), the name
of his mother (Charlotte), estimated age (37) and his rank (Fireman — which was a duty in the ship’s
steam engine).
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List of Eretz-Yisrael volunteers to the British Army
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Source: “Toldot HaHitnadvut” / Yoav Gelber (Volume 4, page 316)

Description: Ernst’s full name is given as Ernst-Heinrich Ehrmann and he is
listed in association with the Merchant Navy.
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Birth record
Source: Ancetsry.com

Description:

A birth record for Ernst Heinrich Ehrmann was
recorded in Berlin on October 15, 1901 to his
father Friedrich Emanuel Ehrmann and mother
Charlotte nee Heymann.

The register of birth was made in the borough of
Carlottenburg.
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Marriage record for his parents

Source: Ancetsry.com

Description:

Friedrich Emanuel Ehrmann and Charlotte Heymann were married in Berlin 1898.
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Certificate of naturalization

Source: Israel State Archive

Description: Ehrmann, a native of
Charlottenburg, was a divorced man living in
Haifa (6 Yechiel Street, Hadar HaCarmel
neighborhood). His profession is listed as a
fisherman.

Government of Palegtine.

PALESTINIAN CITIZENSHIP ORDER, 1925.

CERTIFICATE OF NATURALIZATION.

{Ubhereag  Srngt SHRMANN

(hereinafter called the “applicant”) has applied for a Certificate
of Noturalization, alleging with respect 0 himsolf (hersclf) the
particulars set out below, and has satisfied me that the conditions
Iaid down in the above-mentioned Order for the grant of o
Certificate of Naturalization are fulfilled in his (her) ease:

0w, therefore, in pursuance of the powers conferred
on me by the said Order,

3 grant to the ssid applicant this Certifieate of Naturali
sation and declare that he (she) shall, subject to the provisions
of the said Order, be entitled to all political and other rights,
powers and privileges, and be subject to all obligations, duties
and linbilities to which a natural-born Palestinian citizen is
entitled or subject, and have to all intents and purposes the
status of & natural-born Palestinian citizen.

I Witness Whereof 1 bave hereto subseribed my name
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Naturalization file

Source: Israel State Archive

Description:

Supporting documents attached to
Ehrmann’s naturalization file provide further
details on his family status.

A document from 1930 confirms he was
divorced from Erika Wunsch. At the time of
issue of the document, he was a bank
employee and lived in the borough of
Schmargendorf in Berlin. His full address is
given as 10 Franzensbaderstrasse.

.‘Aot Nr. B. Re 3344/29 to B

Proclaimed on the ’/,
21th Januarky

1930.

signed: Mueller, Clerk
as an officer for document

of the office of the Law

Court.

In the name of the people.

In the divorce case of Mrs. Erika E A rmannnée Wunsech
in Berlin W, Kaisersllee 3 ¢/o Ehrmann
plaintifs

Fleni-potentiary: Advocate Dr. Herrmann Schild in Berlin Sw.68,
CharlottenstraBe 86
versus
her husband, the bankclerk Erfmst E h rm &« n n in Berlin -
Schmargendorf, Franzensbaderstr, 10.
defendant

Pleni-potentiary: Advocate Kurt Arnold in Berlin W.50,
Tauentzienstr. 10.

because of divorce, (value oft the case: 2000.- Reichsmark)
the 8. Civil chamber of the Districkt Court III. in Berlin
basing on the oral trial of the 21th Januarxy 1930 has judged

participating: The Landgerichtsdirector Dr, Crohne as president,

the Landgerichtsrat Peltzer and the Gerichtsassessor Dr, Fendler

as ngsqs§3;‘1v1?‘:_

On account of the action the marriage pf the parties
is divorced. The defendant is guilty of the divorce.
The costs of the process has to pay the defendant.

ppe Facts and reasons,

signed: Dr. Crohne, Peltzer, Dr, Fendler
Expedited: Charlottenburg, the BOth January 1930
signed: Signature, as an officer for documentsof the

office of the District Court III. in Berlin
th

L.S.

The above Verdiet is valid in law since the 21
i saattentiiry, - $is 1% Tebruty 19950
na
LeSe signed’signature S

PeloaO, §




Life story
Source: Ehrmann family

Description:

Ernst worked as a banker in Berlin, where in 1923 he married Erika
Wunsch. Together they had moved to live in Munich where in
1924 their only daughter was born. Numerous years later, the
family returned to Berlin. In 1931, their marriage ended in divorce.
Ernst wished to return to his academic studies and profess in
economy and business administration, but soon after the Nazi
party gained power in 1933, he made preparations to leave for
Palestine. For that purpose, he moved to live in Hamburg and
trained as a fisherman. After gaining his certificate to leave, in the
summer of 1936 he left Germany.

After leaving the country, communication with his family was
scarce. Stories relate to him living in a Kibbutz and possibly being a
member in one of the Jewish militant organizations in fight for
independence.

In 1938, Ernst took his first journey as a seaman. He later joined
the Merchant Navy. Upon boarding “Har Zion” he notified his
sister in Boston f his expected arrival to America, but did not
complete his journey.
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Marriage record

Source: Ancestry.com

Description: The marriage record for Ernst Heinrich Ehrmann and Erika Magdalena Hewig Wunsch
was registered in Berlin on December 22, 1923.




1931/2 address book for the Jewish community of Germany

Source: Ancestry.com

Description: A listing for Ehrmann is found in Charlottenburg, at 47 Mommsenstrasse.




Mommsen street, Charlottenburg, Berlin
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List of immigrants to Eretz Yisrael
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Border Control listings in Palestine

Source: Israel State Archive

Description:

Ehrmann’s naturalization record includes
an entry for a “frontier control” exit and

entry on board of the SS Hanne, leaving

on December 30, 1938 and returning on
January 15, 1939.




SS Hanne

Source: sapanut.org.il

Description: The SS Hanne was generally used as a cargo ship and operated in Palestine between
1937 and until its attachment to the Merchant Navy in 1941.




Daily operation reports of the Port of Haifa

Source: Israel State Archive

Description: At the time of Ehrmann’s association
with SS Hanne, it is confirmed it was used as a
cargo ship. The SS Hanne arrived to the Port of
Haifa in December 1938 as a carrier of timber, left
for its journey and returned two weeks later

carrying cattle and poultry.
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PORT MANAGER'S OPFICE
HAPA

Ship movement reports from the Port of Haifa mem g

Source: Israel State Archive S T

Description: Further reports confirm the nature of s BN o 5 el
SS Hanne as a cargo ship, suggesting Ehrmann was She. Bae SEoe | H

possibly a crew member and not a passenger. g e

The ship movement reports elaborate on the Z”’“m”

contents of the ship’s cargo. Wm “" -
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Crew of SS Har Zion
Source: Israel State Archive

Description: Ehrmann’s name is found in ongoing

correspondence regarding the crew of SS Har Zion,

alongside his rank as Fireman.

o

Ernst LSrmann

Copy
+ WM, H, Mueller & Co.
(London/ Ltd.,
Custom House & Wool Quays,
Lower Thames Street,
Our Ref. Brokerage London, £. C. 3.
JT/RS.

28th Jenuary, 1941.

AIR MAIL,
Messrs. Palestine Maritime Lloyd Ltd.,
TEL AVIV
Palestine.
Dear Sirs,
8. 8, "HAR ZION",

We are pleased to inform you that we have now completed arrangements
with the Authorities in connection with the provision of Death Cer-
tirficates, and we shall be glad therefore, if you will inform the
next of kin of the undermentioned members of the crew that if Death
Certificates are required they should make application direct to
the Registrar General of Shipping & Seamen, Wood Street School,
Cardiff, Wales: =

Simon Zuckerbrodt

Robert Luss

Paul Ellinson

/Mark Pinette
Jacob Lubnitzki
Karl VWolff
Menyhert Heilbron
Whittlin
Herbert Berghausen
st Srmann

1 Svart
Yitshag Bilenenstok

lith regard to Benjemin Lubthenscy, we have been unable to conclude
arrangements by reason of the fact that we have not been able
to provido date and place of birth, nationality, and next of kin.

Yours r-uhruu{
for WM. H, Mueller & Co. (LONDON) Ltd.
sgd. J.G.Turton

L J
. ) ~ | y
! 5 » v
| A 1433 " ’ '
. 2 - > "=
l.BR. Rudolf Xxl1i




HAR ZION
Dry Cargo, of Famagusta Capt. ). N. Beighton
SS Har Zion casualty list (RESAm Nmifme Loy L
Sailed from Liverpool on passage to Savannah in convoy OB 205 with 120t
fertiliser and 1, 0oo cases spirit.
Source: st I':ugtl:;t 1940: Torpc:'c:ed and sunlé by Gelrmtan submarine U 59 in
. North Atlantic, nom W Skerrymore. 36 crew lost,
Compendium of Merchant Navy losses from WWII S o st . -
ABBOTT, Awan O=DINARY SEAMAN 19 MN
. e ABRAMOVITCH, Kaiman ORDINARY SEAMAN 21 MN
Descrlptlon: BEIN, Kongap ABLE SEAMAN 18 MN
BERGHAUSEN, Herpery FIREMAN 19 MN
BIENENSTOK, YirsHac A GREASER 26 MN
T H BROOKER,
The name of Ehrmann is listed among the casualties of g I oo " -
. “ : H h CRITCHER, Witiam FRANCIS JOSEPH ABLE SEAMAN 33 RN
SS Har Zion “sunk by German submarine U 59 in Nort o e A i 0
. ” DUNCAN, Lyawe Atec Rapio Orricer 24 MN
Atlantic, 110m W Skerrymore”. Sttt s o 4o
ERMANN, Ernest FirErman 37 MN
GALLAGHER, THoMAS ASSISTANT STEwaRD 32 MN
HS 7 H assage to GORTON, CHartes Epwaro CHIEE STEWARD 64 MN
The ship “sailed from Liverpool on p : g y ; A e o R
; ith 120t fertiliser an HEILBRON, Meny Herr 4™ ENGINEER 25 MN
Sava nna h In Convoy Ob 205 W KUNGER, Ruootr ABLE SEAMAN 19 MN
irit” LUBNITZKI, Jacos Deck Boy 15 MN
1'000 Cases Splrlt LUBTHENSCY, Bensasan GREASER MN
LUSS, Roserr Cook 36 MN
MILLER, SasaueL CHIEF ENGINEER 50 MN
NICHOLSON, Joun Crier Coox 36 MN
NICHOLSON, THomaAS Boarswan 35 MN
O'HARE, JoserH ViNcenT 2ND Rapso OsFICER 22 MN
PINETTE, Marx Sciomon OrDINARY SEAMAN 17 MN
POTTS, Josn Hengy CARPENTER 28 MN
RAWLINS, Lous Rocer CHIEF OFricer 28 MN
ROBERTS, GORGE ARCHIBALD Sanor 21 MN
SANGURSKY, MosHE lacog Purser 32 MN
SVART, Seue GREASER 18 MN
TAYLOR, Jorn Yumt HenDERSON 2ND ENGINEER 56 MN
WHITTLIN, Sato FiIReman 26 MN
WILLIAMS, Geosrrey ORDINARY SEAMAN 19 MN
WOLF, Kart 3RO ENGINEER 33 MN
WYATT, FRancis Hengy ASSISTANT STEwarp 38 MN
ZUCKERBRODT, Simon IR0 OFICER 28 MN




SS Har Zion

B b a8 2 B & |

YR naw amataa pn 2012 3

20N NOANALRALARAASS




SS Har Zion

Source:
Danny Zimrin’s blog on shipping history of Israel

Description:

Free translation from the insert on SS Har Zion:

“At the end of August 1940 Har Zion was torpedoed by a U-
38 German submarine, commanded by Heinrich Liebe. It
was on its way from Liverpool to the port of Savannah in
the US, which indicates that the old ship, which was used
up to this point for short journeys, was found fit to cross the
Atlantic. Not much is known on the circumstances of its
drowning: Such events were so common during the war,
that only basic details are known. It seems that the weather
was extremely stormy, a lifeboat that was used had turned
over in the water and the seafarers tat were in it
surrendered to the cold - all but one, a Greek-Cypriot who
survived long hours in the stormy water and collected by a
British vessel. Here (in Palestine) the story hit chords, as 17
of the dead were local and this was still in the early stages
of the war. Attached is a letter sent to the families f the
deceased.”
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Tower Hill Memorial, London, UK

Source: Brian Watson, www.benjidog.co.uk
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Merchant Navy Memorial, Haifa, Israel

Source: Wikipedia (by Hanay)
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Memorial for the Yishuv volunteers in World War |l, Jerusalem, Israel

Source: BillionGraves




' el
Garden of the Missing in Action, Jerusalem, Isra

Source: Wikipedia (by Farouk)
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Ehrmann family

Source: Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center, New England Historic Genealogical Society

Description: Immigration records for Charlotte Ehrmann detail her family status as a widow and
mother of three: Johannes (1899, resident of Brazil), Ernst (1901, deceased) and Sibylle (1906,
resident of Brazil).

Charlotte Sars Fhrmamm
1171 Poylston Street, “oston 16 “uffoll, Vesse

Housewifeo 89
Yareh 4, 1877 Berlin, Cermeny _
Pomale whi te mede blue
viite 8 3 106 none
white statoless
Priedrich "hrmann - Jdeceased
Junuary 18, 1898 Yerlin, Cermany 2
Heldelburg, Cermany Pebruary 28, 1870
doceased

e3
Johannes (m} ‘ecember 81, 1899 Berlin, Gerwmany 8o Paulo, Hragil
Ernst (w) October 15, 1981 Boriiln, Jermany -deceesed
8ibylle (f) August 14, 190C Nerlin, Cormany Noston, Yasse
Sac Paulo, “raszil :

Sentos, “razll :
3 New "Ol'k’ RNy Yo
Clarlotte Sepa hrmann Anita

nod ;




Ehrmann family tree
Source: Ancestry.com

Description:

The Ehrmann family tree
includes details of his daughter
Eleonore (1924-1969) and the
second marriage for his wife
Erika (1900-1996) who married
Karl Wunsch and had 3 more
children.

Johannes
Ehrmann
1399-1988

Private

2

Friedrich E
Ehrmann
1870-1924

2

Sibylle Helene
Ehrmann
1906-1982

2

Friedrich
Schwandt
1932-2019

2

Charlotte
Heymann
1E877-1967

2

Ernst
Ehrmann
1501-1940

2

Christian
Schwandt
1933-2003

ErikaMH
Wunsch
1800-19%6

Hermann
Noll
1925-2015

Karl FW
Schwandt
1903-1982

Eleonore
Ehrmann
1924-1969




Ehrmann family — Fate of father Friedrich Ehrmann
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Friedrich Ehrmann’s death certificate

Berlin, 1924
Source: Ancetsry.com

Grave of Friedrich Ehrmann

WeiRensee cemetery, Berlin
Source: JOWBR




Ehrmann family — Fate of mother Charlotte Enrmann

A 1 DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Eor MY FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A % ?EPORT OF THE DEATH OF AN AMERICAN CITIZEN

Dat S8o_Paulo, Brazil, July 25, 1967
[Eopilemfitott=—===mmun e (Place nnd date)
Name in full . CHARLOTTE SARA EHRMANN 0 . Housewife m
- I
Native or naturalized Naturalized Last known address 0
in the United States .35 Hancock St., Boston, Mass. E
. 74
Date of death Mareh li  2:00 am 1967 A0 S
(Month) (Day) (Hour) (Minute) 2 (Year) (As nearly as can be ascertained) @)
Place of death Rua_Uranium 186 Sgo_Paulo Brazil
(Number and street) or (Hospital or hotel) (City) (Country)

Cause of death ...Senility, as certified by Dr. Juljan Gzapski, attend- @
(Include suthority for statement) I
ing physician. >
Disposition of the remains Burial at the Jewish Cemetery, Butantd, S&o Paulo :r;g
S.P., Brazil (Block No. 59, grave 63) o
Local law as to disi ing remains _Cannot be disinterred within a period of =l
five years without special authorization from local authorities E

Disposition of the effects . Disposed of by daughter, Miss Sibylle Ehrmann
Person or official responsible for custody of effects and accounting therefor Miss Ehr mann, dangh

¥vs

Informed by telegram: P
NAME ADDRESS RELATIONSHIP DATE SENT
Copy of this report sent to:
NAME ADDRESS RELATIONSHIP DATE SENT
-Johannes-Fnrmann . Rua Uraniun 186,8.Paulo __som _ 7/25/1967

Traveling or residing abroad with relatives or friends as follows:

NAME ADDRESS RELATIONSHIP
Johannes Ehrmann Rua Uranium 186,S.Paulo Son
Sibylle Ehrmann " daughter
Other known relatives (not given above) :
NAME ADDRESS RELATIONSHIP

This information and data concerning an inventory of the effects, accounts, ete., have been placed
under File 234 in the correspondence of this office.
Remarks: Brazilian Death Certificate No. 57,073, Book No. 1ld,

page No. 517 issued by the 7th subdistrict of SSo Paulo (Santa Cecilia)
on May 3, 1967. Ppt. No. G5§9159 issled [Boston, Mass., Aug.22,1962
zane destroyed. 0] k

/I N l‘m on reverse if necessary.)
Mmom(‘JQ’k A Uj ﬁ ('\

SEAL] Consul of the Unfted States (Sianature on al copies)
No foo prescribed. ottAments of the United States of America

| Charlotte Ehrmann’s death certificate Grave of CharlotteEhrmann

Brazil, 1967 Butanta cemetery, Brazil
Source: Ancetsry.com Source: Findagrave




Ehrmann family — Fate of sister Sibylle Ehrmann

Description: Sibylle Ehrmann emigrated in 1937 to the United p ~FE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

L7 DECLARATION OF INTENTION

States and later in 1962 to Brazil. She died in 1982 and was ~r— _fff“"“'""J""““‘"“"""“"“‘“‘D:';’;m -
SUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORH ENITEDSVALES. FRETT G
unmarried. .

. e e e
“Vears, do deolare on oath {hat my personal deseription is:
fair color of eyes trowm
,,,,, inobes; weight 110 pounds; visible distinctive marks

raco __Holbrew

Cermen

T was born in _m.u.&. ermany.. S
”, Tom 104 marred. 'The miams of my wife or husband s - b L)
i b’ (e (Dot ek o w =i 80 o ho was
b iy e o) Bt or cventer) i (eath) ol N
at et — e . for perminent Aol therein, and now
resides at T have ....no_. ..... ehhdmn and the name, date and place of birth,
and place of redldenss of each of sald cblidron sre as follows:
Thave 1o 4. heretofore made a declaration of intention: Number n 2
at L
=) C—
my last foreign Berli o cmany
T emigrated fo the United States of America from - ‘Ho .t & Follasd =
my lawful entry for permanent residence in the United States was a¢ - HeW-— Lo Fley--3 iz
under the name of —._._. 8111 o ks
on the vessel. -1
ml will, bv::; :nlnc ;da:lﬂm citizenship, renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate,
3 G ), OF 80 nty, and pe ly, by name, to the prince, potentate, state, o ignty of which I may be at the time
REPUBLICA DOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DO BRASIL “ﬁD - ® o s r et 1 . ity ai ok polygamis acr & bellove 1 the practce of palygamy; st
5 ~ N ~ * O itizen of the United States of America and to reside permanently therein; and
FICHA CONSULAR DE QUALIFICACAO 02 certify that the phot seimd :
Esta ficha, expedida em duas vias, serd entregue a Policia Maritima e A Imigracio no porto -de destino
Nome por extenso SIBYLLE EHRMANN f Ja
Admitido em territério nacional em carster  Permanen te ’m"‘n“'::fwmm
& {temporiric ou perinanente)
Nos termos do art.. 92 letra .====__do dec. n. 74967, de 1945 100 NOT ATTAGH PHOTOGRAPH 10 THis declarant for permancnt residence on the date stated above, has boen received
Lllg'\l‘ e data de nascimento Alemanh a ll‘( /agOStO / 1906 g F DECLARATION] by m; u:l:]c ‘;howl(rlph affixed to the duplicate and triplicate hereof is a like-
a a 2 f 28, 7051 06.... ness clarant. "
Nacionalidade 10Tt @ -americana Lstado civil......80lteira B e O T sl g RD BECERE
Filiagio_(nome do_Pai ¢ da Mac)..Eriedrich Ehrmann S s
Charlotte Heymann Profissao secreturld o Torm 208L-s
Residéncia no pais de origem 35 Hancock St,,Boston l.*.a Mass. 4 .,.M.éf;ﬁzo‘.’.zf,?.!‘li‘y‘&'@“”lw«
NOME IDADE SEXO =
FILHOS e "N ae
MENORES | v st
DE 18 ANOS
Source: Ancestry

Passwortc ks 559160 expedido pelas autondades de Deptg ESta do,
: sto SS...na data22._de._agdsto..de. 1962 Consulado v dO Brasil
visado sob .. 183/62 . emBoston,Massachusetts
ASSINATURA DO PORTADOR : 25 e setembro 4. 1962

f % v Cin
NOTA—Esta fibka deve sor presivhi

da & mdquing pela autoridade consular, sendo as duas vias em :Z‘Wdﬁﬂ'
.

Vice - Consul interino

Source: Familysearch




Ehrmann family — Fate of brother Joahnnes Ehrmann
Source: Familysearch

Description: Johannes Ehrmann emigrated to Brazil, where he died in 1988. His daughter Evelyn
lived in Brazil.

s

SECRETARIA DA SEGURANGA pUBLICA
DELEGACIA ESPECIALIZADA DE ESTRAN?E Q‘S :

(Ficha-requerimento para visto de saida do pafs

ESTRANGEIROS

Visto N.o Z‘ /JZ’ _Em de

Sr. Dr. Delegado;

‘ VISTO N.o En e e e 10im ' : ; }!{godc Tl
- RUTO=#8 : ! Nome;Johannes Ehrmann
Sr. Dr. Delegado ~(Dologado Titular) ; Nacionalidade _Alemd Pais Alemanha z
: ~ Nome : SVELYN HILDEGARD EHRMANN ; | Data g Lotaldo Nase.22/12/1899 Berlin Est. Civil _Casado

Nacionalidade.ALEMA... Looal do Nascimento = ol LR R e o ek

! 5, S
SECRETARIA DA SEGURANQ.A PUBLIC
NL ZA'DQ SDEE

(Ficha-t uquemmqg% {pard. vistol de [3did: bd
EST R'Aﬁ”efin e

G i0co L\G

py Friedrich T Charlotte Ehrmann

! Data do Nascimento 03 DE FEVEREIRO DE 1.926 Est. Civil..RESQU Profissio Comerciante Teside Rua Uranium, 176

o Pai_..\:or-;m&as.mm- R Geral 1.’ 435,283 o~ X Reulsyt’ 106,741

g 35585 1557535 Cart. mod. 19 expedida pelo SBE de [L’Jﬂ] Sao Paulo s

£ R, Geraln.c 2 ...RegistroN.c & i 2 2 7!
s Shie TSN em 2 /dexcmtubro ~_/ﬂe/(g 0

art. mod. 19 expedida pelo SRE de ( local). : L
g ek cen....09..-de. .~ . SETEMBRQ. . {...de 19.7Q '
d\ssjando viajar para (decl. os paises)....LUROPA

desejando viajar para [decl. os fiises Byropa

isfeitas as formalidades legais. !
.‘ S pofuel23 qo Meipf) o 1972

................... BrE L . i (Assinatura do requerent

(Esta ficha deve ser datilografada)

requer visio de saida e

T

(Assinatura do requerente)

S A e




